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Tows or Benevolence. 
Ooe peculiar power that takes 

possession ot the soul in spiritual 
quickening, at times, is the one 
that leads to vows of benevolence. 
When Christ called the Publican 
from the branches of the syca- 
more tree and divine grace fill- 
ed his soul, his first response to 
Christ was: "The halt of my 
goods I give to the poor." 

The life-giving influences of 
the Holy Spirit, as it takes posses- 
sion of a man, calls into activity 
the most holy and generous im- 
pulses of our being. Many men 
go through the formality of con- 
version, but they never feel the 
power, and their sentiments are 
never strengthened by the stimu- 
lating powers of divine grace. 
Their religion is as a coat of mail 
in war. It is supposed to serve 
no higher purpose than to secure 
safety from -tome threatened or 
impending danger, and can be 
put oft and taken on as the exi- 
gencies of life may demand. A 
man with such religion is in the 
bond of iniquity and has no part 
nor lot in the holy inheritance. 

The conversion of Zaccheus 
was a true one. The grace that 
filled his soul burst forth in in- 
spiring works and the poor 
shared in the abundant fruits of 
his labor—he gave half of his 
goods to the poor. A vow of 
benevolence was bis first act in 
the religious life. 

Another experience that is 
beautiful to behold, is found in 
the life of Jacob. He grew to 
manhood as the pride of his 
mother, and he possessed a 
strong tendency to worldly wis- 
dom. By a sharp bargain he 
traded a little soup and meat for 
his brother's birth-right. This 
aet has the sanction of scripture, 
and it may have been the order 
of Divine Providence that it 
should be. In addition to this, 
the promise of the Lord was 
that the elder should be subordi- 
nate to the younger, and thus an 
arbitrary rule was reversed, and 
had Jacob and his mother trust- 
ed in the Lord and exercised the 
faith they should have done, 
God would have discharged his 
obligations. 

But growing impatient and 
being covetous, J acob and his 
mother resorted to craftiness and 
falsehood to secure that which 
belonged to him by actual con- 
tract and the promise of the 
Lord. The consequence was 
that Esau became intensely bitter 

'against bis brother, and it was 
no longer safe for him to remain 
in his father's house. For this 
reasou he started on a journey of 
about 450 miles where his unole 
lived.   On his way,  night came 

on when he was considerable dis- 
tance from any dwelling, and he 
lay upon the earth with a stone 
for his pillow. He dreamed, and 
in that dream he was converted 
to God. When he awoke, he 
vowed a vow of benevolence to 
God—that he would give one- 
tenth of all that he received to 
the Lord. 

The earth and the fulness 
thereof are the Lord's, and what- 
ever man possesses in this world 
belongs to the Lord, and he 
should contribute freely toward 
sustaining the works of grace. 
Jacob gave a tenth, and tbie was 
such a righteous rule that the 
Lord afterward made it a portion 
of his law given to the Children 
of Israel through Moses. It 
would not be impossible at this 
time for many to give one tenth 
of their income to the Lord, and 
still enjoy such earthly blessings 
as are conducive to happiness and 
long life. There are those who 
give more than one tenth of 
their time to the Lord's work 
free of expense to anyone; and 
why should there uot be those 
who, giving tbeir entire attention 
to the accumulation ot earthly 
wealth, are willing to turn into 
the Treasury of the Lord one- 
tenth, as did Jacob and his child- 
ren? 

Many could not do it with the 
extravagant habits that they 
possess, but self denial is the 
remedy. Thousands of dollars 
are spent aunually for that which 
makes no one wiser, happier or 
better, that might be used in 
prosecuting the noblest work 
ever inaugurated among men.") 
Self-denial, where art thou ? 

About three years ago Frank 
Leslie, a publisher ot New York 
city, died and left an enormous 
debt upon his publishing house. 
His dying message to his wife 
was, "Go to my office, sit in my 
place, and do my work until my 
debts are paid." She obeyed the 
request of her dying husband. 
She left the giddy whirl of fash- 
ion and the life of luxurious ease 
that she had been accustomed to, 
and took up one ot severe toil 
and great responsibilities. She 
worked early and late, day after 
day, lived in a garret and on al- 
most nothing, and in three years 
every incumberance was lilted 
from the publishing house, and 
the request of the dying complied 
with. 

Another noted person left a 
request when he took his de- 
parture. His was : "Go into all 
the world and preach the gospel 
to every creature." Some are' 
complying with this request, 
others are not. It is obligatory 
upon all of us, and demands our 
serious attention. 

The"Brethren Cause is a holy 
one. This office is the recipient, 
almost weekly of a call for some 
one to come and preach. Preach- 
ing is God's method of convert- 
ing people in these last days. 
We would like to satisfy all these 
calls, but we cannot. Many of 
them we know are genuine, and 
they are inspired by the Lord. 
There is great need of men whose 
hearts are filled with the Holy 
Ghost and their braines with 
knowledge, to do this work; and 
there is great need tor vows of 
benevolence on the part of those 
whom God has blessed with an 
abundance of property. 

One and Three Immersions.   - 
Occasionally our brethren are 

charged   with    baptizing   their 
candidates three   times because 

there are three acts in the cere- 
mony, one in recognition of each 
of the persons of the Trinity. It 
is possible to baptise three times, 
but trine immersionista do not 
do it when they perform the 
ceremony. If sprinkling and 
pouring are baptism, then the 
administrator may be oharged 
with eueh an act, because there 
are three distinct and independ- 
ent actions in the usual manner 
of such ceremony. But in trine 
immersion the case is different. 
At least half of the body remains 
immersed during the ceremony, 
and only the superior part of the 
body is emersed. 8o the bap- 
tism that we practice is three 
immersions in one, or one in 
three, as the God-head is three 
persons in one or one in three. 
How beautiful the correspond- 
ence is between the Trinity and 
the true baptism. When the 
Lord makes symbols they are al- 
ways perfect and harmonize ex 
astly with the original. 

In trine affusion such is not 
the case. No part of the body 
remains baptized between each 
partial aet of the ceremony, and 
such baptism is therefore three 
baptisms more than trine immer- 
sion is. 

A Late Discovery. 
A great interest is now- being 

taken in exploring Bible lands, 
and such efforts are being reward- 
ed with great success in discov- 
ering things that prove the his- 
tory of the Bible to be true. 

Within the past tew years, 
now and then the announcement 
was made that a Bible city was 
discovered or some monument or 
inscription which proved the 
truth of some Bible statement. 
These discoveries have been so 
frequent during recent years 
that it is no longer unreasonable 
to conclude that the Lord has 
concealed beneath the surface ot 
the soil of Bible lands a complete 
vindication of the history there 
is in the Bible. 

Hitherto the skeptic . pointed 
to various passages in the Bible 
and asserted their falsity, and 
the believer in the holy book 
could only apologize in reply. 
One after another of assertions 
of this class have been refuted by 
recent discoveries and the holy 
word is mounting up higher and 
higher in its grancrure as a book 
of entire truthfulness as a histor- 
ical document. As infidelity be- 
comes mere brazen in its as- 
saults the more powerful become 
the proofs of the divine origin of 
the Christian's Bible. In the 
contest between the Lord and 
Satan, the former has always 
been successful and always will 
be. 

A discovery made some time 
ago proved a statement found in 
Daniel to be true which was ap- 
parently untrue compared with 
uninspired history covering the 
same period. It was in regard 
to the rulers of the kingdom. 
A eylinder or column was dis- 
covered that showed that there 
were two rulers in the kingdom 
by the same name, and Daniel 
was made the third. So the use 
of the name as found in Daniel, 
applies to two different persons, 
and the inscription on the cylin- 
der sustained the Bible and prov- 
ed the critics to be false in the 
conclusions drawn from secular 
history. 

A question of similar charac- 
ter existed about the bondage ot 
the Children of Israel in Egypt. 
They, according   to   the   Bible 

narrative, made brick in Egypt, 
and it is reasonable to suppose 
that buildings were made of them, 
and suoh being the truth, why 
should not the remains of the 
buildings exist at this time ? The 
account of the Bible is very mi- 
note. Straw was pot in some of 
them and some were made with- 
out straw ; and some were laid 
with mortar and some' without 
mortar. The record is so precise 
that there could be no mistake 
made, should the real spot be 
found. The Egyptian Explora- 
tion Society dug a series of 
trenches just off the Suez Canal 
on the eastern side of of the Del- 
ta ot the River Nile, and there 
the remains of a city were found. 
There walls were found which 
contained brick made with straw, 
with stubble, and without either; 
and they were laid, some without 
mortar and some with mortar. 

Thus another historical Bible 
statement has been proven true 
by investigation, and the charac- 
ter of the conditions is such that 
no one bnt a fool would deny the 
identity of the Bible with the 
discovery. 

There never was any ground 
tor unbelief in the Scriptures 
and there is still less now. The 
man who has a heart thirsting 
after righteousness has every 
needful support to sustain him 
in exercising the strongest faith. 
Not only has he the promises 
and oath of God, but there is an 
abundance of corroborative evi- 
dence that what the Bible de- 
clares will come to pass. This 
should!give the Christian addi- 
tional confidence in the Word 
which is his spiritual father, and 
his consolation in the gospel 
should be full. The promises 
are exceeding great and precious, 
and no evidence that can be rea- 
sonably asked is lacking to show 
that they will be obtained. 

Chronic Grumblers. 
In nearly every reform move- 

ment, there is allowed, through 
some insorutible Providence, a 
class of characters who seem to 
fill no other sphere than to com- 
plain. With them the cause is 
always on the down grade and 
rushing on madly to ruin. That 
good movements often do go to 
ruin, no one denies ; but it is us- 
ually after they have fulfilled 
their purpose, or have forsaken 
God and his holy law. 

A chronic grumbler is a man 
who never does any thing to en- 
courage a good cause further 
than to stand in the rear and 
prod the workers on by the noi 
some effusions of his tongue. 

Some men can see nothing 
good in any thing that has orig 
inated outside of themselves, 
and instead of giving aid to a 
work that should enlist their 
hearty sympathy, they become 
wisher for ill luck and misfortune 
for it. 

Another class of men are go 
ing to do things up in a grand 
scale by pointing out to others 
the highway to unlimited pros 
perity, while they never so much 
as dream that there is no royal 
path to virtue, holiness and pros- 
perity and to the completion of 
great and important reforms. 

Some men have no faith in 
God. They act as though God 
was as helpless as a Morning Glo- 
ry in a seorching summer sun, 
and that he will wilt down under 
the least opposition as a leaf un 
der autumnal frosts. Then they 
will prate about the mistakes of 
this brother and the sins of that 

one. His whole life is one of 
words instead of deeds, and 
when he dies, he dies as he was 
born, empty, swept and garnish- 
ed, and so is the record left he- 
hind. 

When men have taith iu God, 
there will be no grumbling about 
this going to rnin or the destruc- 
tion of that. The man who will 
join himself to any reform move- 
ment and then turns around and 
commences to talk about it going 
to ruin, is condemning himself. 
No man who is true and honest, 
will join himself to a reform that 
he knows is on its way to disas- 
ter. 

Hypocrites often join true re- 
form for a selfish purpose, and 
to drive them into their own den, 
God has made reformatory work 
a work of sacrifice, persecution 
and many difficulties. Those 
who prove to be gold tried in 
the fire will continue on praying, 
trusting in God and toiling and 
the victory is finally theirs. 

Henry Ward Beeeher. 
Henry Ward Beeeher died at 

his residence in Brooklyn, New 
York, on the 8th. 

In many respects he was the 
most remarkable man of his 
times. He knew a great deal 
and never studied hard. In his 
early life he preferred the book 
of nature as a text book rather 
than those found in school. 
Bnt by his powerful mind, he 
grasped knowledge and made it 
his own without putting forth 
the effort that many men must 
make to succeed. 

He was born in 1818; com- 
menced his ministerial labors at 
Lawrenceburg, Ind., preached 
his first sermon at Plymouth 
church, Brooklyn, in 1847, and 
in 1874 bis great trial tor adul- 
tery occurred. He was editor of 
The Independent from 1861 till 
1869, and afterward of the Chris- 
tian Union. He wrote several 
books, and as a lecturer, few 
were equal to him. In politics 
he was first a Free Soiler, then a 
Republican, but he defended 
Andy Johnston and supported 
Cleveland. 

His theology underwent many 
changee and drifted away from 
the strict line of orthodoxy, bnt 
bis record is a clean one with 
the exception of the trial referred 
to. 

Another man with a most 
brilliant career, and one who has 
been a power in American poli- 
tics and on the lecture platform 
and in the pulpit has passed away. 

EDITORIAL ITEMS. 

Bro. A. M. Rldsnour's address is 
changed from West Independence, O., 
to Auburn, III. His correspondents 
will please take notice. 

"I like you paper very much and 
would not do without it for twice its 
price."—H. These are encouraging 
words. 

Bro. Bashor left Waterloo, on the 
7th, to bold Arteries of meetings at 
Carlelon, Neb. This is a new Held and 
may success attend the work. 

Bro. B. O. Frederick, of Ripon, Cal., 
Informs us that they planted potatoes 
the first week In March. 

The article by brother Bashor, on 
the inside this week, contains a num- 
ber of excellent points upon the sub- 
ject of baptism, and defines very clear- 
ly our relation to other ways of baptiz- 
ing. There was only one wsy Riven by 
the great Law Giver, and we are sure 
that we know what that way is. Add- 
ing to or taking away will Involve the 
one who does It in serious lass in things * 
pertaining to eternal life. 

Sister Jno. Ferret, of Altamont. Cal., 
is doing excellent work in circulating 
the EVAXOBLIBT in the locality of Al- 
tamont, Cal. 


